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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is responsive to the applicant's 
amendment dated 07/25/2006. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 24 April 2006 have been fully 

considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant Alleges: 

/'While Nam discloses a frequency domain block RLS 
adaptive algorithm, it is for a single channel system, 
not a multi-channel system as claimed in all claims in 
the application. Nam is somewhat similar to the 
Mansour and Gray reference discussed in Applicant's 
response to the Office Action of August 24, 2005. 
Specifically, like Mansour & Gray, Nam discloses a 
single channel algorithm. The difference between a 
single channel frequency domain RLS algorithm and a 
multi-channel frequency domain RLS algorithm certainly 
is not a trivial or obvious advancement. 

In fact, the Nam reference does not teach 
anything that is not already taught in references ■ 
cited and discussed in the specification of the 
present application. Specifically, see page 14, lines 
15-24 of the present specification, which specifically 
discusses the single channel frequency domain RLS 
algorithms developed, not only by Mansour and Gray, 
but also by Ferrara. Nam is just another such single 
channel frequency domain RLS algorithm. Thus, the ■ 
prior art of record does not disclose a multi-channel 
frequency domain RLS algorithm. 

Each of the independent claims recites (1) multi- 
channel, (2) RLS, and (3) frequency domain and 
therefore distinguishes over the prior art of record." 
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Examiner respectfully disagrees with the above allegation. 
In response to applicant's arguments against the references 
individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references-. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

As shown in the previous rejection Hirano discloses a 
multi-channel echo canceling method and system; and it is 
effectively. reads upon the limitation of "a multi-channel 
adaptive filtering method and apparatus or communication 
apparatus" as claimed by Applicant. 

As noted in the action, Hirano does not explicitly disclose 
a frequency domain RLS algorithm. 

However, when viewing Hirano in view of the teachings of 
Nam, these limitations are disclosed as shown below: 

The combination teaches an adaptive multi-channel echo 
canceling method and system with Hir^io discloses at column 17, 
lines 41-52 that an RLS [recursive least squares] adaptive 
algorithm may be employed, and also, that the a'daptive filter 
may operate in the frequency domain) , in combining with Nam' s 
teaching of a frequency domain block RLS adaptive algorithm, 
would have provided an improved multi-channel echo canceling 
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method and apparatus with a more powerful frequency domain block 
RLS adaptive algorithm in adaptive filtering transfer function 
processing to obtaining more accurate statistically meaningful 
results . 

As a result, the individual references do not teach the 
limitations themselves but when considered in combination, these 
limitations are met. 

As these are the totality of arguments presented, and they 
have been found unpersuasive, the existing rejection is deemed 
appropriate . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 6, 11, 18, 26, and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hirano et al. (US 
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5,396,554, hereafter, Hirano) in view of Nam et al (IEEE Paper 
of 1990, hereafter, Nam) . 

Regarding claim 11, Hirano disclose in Fig. 3 a multi- 
channel echo canceling apparatus (100) for transmitting a signal 
over a channel (26) in a multiple-channel communication 
apparatus where said signal includes an input signal (22) and 
multiple "impulse responses" (i.e., echoes 15 and 16) (The 
acoustic echo signals reproduced by loudspeakers 13 and 14, 
convolved with the impulse responses of acoustic echo paths 15 
and 16, respectively, and then received by microphone 19 may be 
loosely described as "containing the impulse responses" of the 
acoustic echo paths, the apparent meaning intended by 
Applicant.), wherein said multiple impulse responses (echoes) 
are to be adaptively filtered (column 9, lines 24-27), said 
apparatus comprising : 

a transmitter (inherently) for generating a data signal for 
transmission via a communication channel (26) , wherein said 
signal includes an input signal (22) and multiple impulse 
responses (acoustic echo signals 15 and 16) wherein said 
multiple impulse responses (echoes) are to be adaptively 
filtered (column 9, lines 24-27); 
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an adaptive filter circuit (103) for generating an estimate 
of an impulse response corresponding to each of said [multiple] 
impulse responses (column 9, lines 50-54); 

a subtracter circuit (105) for generating an error signal 
(output signal 26) representing the difference between said data 
signal (24) and a sum of said estimates (adaptive filter 103 
simultaneously generates a combined echo ["impulse response"] 
estimate signal that is a sum of estimates of the echo signals 
["impulse responses"] contained in data signal 24 due to 
acoustic echo paths 15 and 16, based on the assumption that one 
of the echo signals is simply a delayed replica of the other, as 
described at column 4, lines 1-19); 

wherein said estimates are generated using a time domain 
recursive least squares algorithm (Hirano discloses at column 
17, lines 41-52 that an RLS [recursive least squares] adaptive 
algorithm may be employed, and also, that the adaptive filter 
may operate in the frequency domain) , but not specifically shows 
is the RLS algorithm is a frequency domain RLS algorithm. 

Nam discloses a frequency domain block RLS adaptive 
algorithm that is useful for identification of nonlinear system 
that using adaptive filtering process and for nonlinear 
distortion in communication system (i.e., echo system). And the 
frequency domain block RLS adaptive algorithm has the advantage 
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as a power technique in transfer function approach for obtaining 
statistically meaningful results using the frequency domain 
block RLS adaptive algorithm (Section 4, Conclusion on page 
2409-2410 of the IEEE Paper) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the multi-channel echo canceling 
apparatus of Hirano .with a more powerful frequency domain block 
RLS adaptive algorithm as taught by Nam in adaptive filtering 
transfer function processing in order to obtaining more accurate 
statistically meaningful results. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, in normal operation, the 
apparatus of Fig. 3 of Hirano clearly performs the methods 
claimed, according to the description of Hirano and Nam as 
discussed above regarding claim 11. 

Regarding claims 18, 26, and 33, Hirano disclose in Fig. 2 
a prior-art system and associated inherent method of multi- 
channel communication (comprising canceling acoustic echo 
distortion in a communication system) between at least first and 
second locations (as generally disclosed, e.g., column 1, lines 
13-50), said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting multiple channels of information (501 and 502) 
upstream from said first location (not illustrated, but 
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inherently present, providing received signals 501 and 502 and 
receiving transmission signals 516 and 517) to said second 
location (as illustrated) ; 

transmitting at least one additional channel (516) of 
information downstream from said second location to said first 
location; 

generating estimates (the impulse responses of adaptive 
filters 531 and 532) of impulse responses (developing an 
estimated impulse response) corresponding to distortion paths 
(corresponding to each of said [channels from the first location 
to the second location] 501 and 502, and that models an 
interference path at said second location from said 
corresponding [channel from the first location to the second 
location] to said [channel from said second location to said 
first location] ) (acoustic echo paths 505 and 506) at said 
second location coupled between each of said multiple upstream 
channels [channels from the first location to the second 
location] (501 and 502) and said downstream channel [channel 
from said second location .to said first location] (516) 
(convolving each of said estimated impulse responses with a 
signal on the corresponding one of said [channels from the first 
location to the second location] to generate an estimate 
corresponding [to] each of said [channels from the first 
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location to the second location] ; and summing the individual 
estimates, according to the alternate meaning applied to the 
term "impulse response" in claims 26 and 33); and 

generating an error signal (the output of subtracter 539) 
representing the difference between a desired signal on said 
downstream channel and a sum of said estimates (535 and 536) 
(inherently comprising summing each of said individual 
estimates) and transmitting said error signal (516) to said 
first location . 

Hirano does not disclose that said estimate [s] [are] 
generated using a frequency domain recursive least squares 
algorithm in the prior-art system of Fig. 2; however, Hirano 
disclose at column 17, lines 41-52 that an RLS [recursive least 
squares] adaptive algorithm may be employed, and also, that the 
adaptive filter of the invention may operate in the frequency 
domain. At the time the present invention was made, the RLS 
algorithm was well known in the art to provide superior 
performance (faster convergence and better tracking) relative to 
the more commonly used LMS (least mean squares) algorithm in 
applications where the undesired signal is highly correlated 
with the- desired signal (a condition recognized by Hirano et al. 
for the multi-channel echo canceling arrangement - column 4, 
lines 6-11) . (Since adaptive filter 531 in the prior-art 
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arrangement should ideally only cancel the portion of the mixed 
signal 514 due to the echo of received signal 501, while 
allowing adaptive filter 532 to cancel the portion of mixed 
signal 514 due to the echo of received signal 502, as was well 
known in the art, the received signal 502 of the. other channel 
is a "desired" signal with respect to the operation of adaptive 
filter 531.) Also, frequency-domain adaptive filtering 
techniques were known to provided more efficient implementations 
for adaptive filters having a large number of taps (as typically 
required for echo cancellation) . And Nam discloses a frequency 
domain block RLS adaptive algorithm that is useful for 
identification of nonlinear system that using adaptive filtering 
process and for nonlinear distortion in communication system 
(i.e., echo system). And the frequency domain block RLS 
adaptive algorithm has the advantage as a power technique in 
transfer function approach for obtaining statistically 
meaningful results using the frequency domain block RLS adaptive 
algorithm (Section 4, Conclusion on page 2409-2410 of the IEEE 
Paper) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the multi-channel echo canceling 
apparatus of Hirano 'with a more powerful frequency domain block 
RLS adaptive algorithm as taught by Nam in adaptive filtering 
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.transfer function processing in order to obtaining statistically 
meaningful results . 

5. Claims 2-3, 7-8, 12-13, 19-20, 25, 27-28, and 34-35 are 

rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hirano and Nam as discussed above, further in view of Mansour 
and Gray ("Unconstrained Freguency-Domain . Adaptive Filter" 
[Reference V] ) . 

Regarding claims 2-3, 7-8 and 12-13, as described above, 
Hirano and Nam discloses an apparatus and associated method of 
normal operation meeting the limitations of claims 1, 6, and 11. 
Hirano and Nam do not disclose that the adaptive filter of the 
apparatus generates each of said estimates by diagonally • 
decomposing by Fourier transformation a circulant matrix formed 
by augmentation of said input signal (or as more specifically 
claimed in claims 3, 8, and 13, forming a matrix of vectors 
representing said input signal; augmenting said matrix to form a 
circulant matrix; and decomposing said circulant matrix by 
Fourier transformation to form a diagonal matrix) . 

Mansour and Gray disclose generally an adaptive filter for 
use in applications such as echo cancellation (page 726, first 
paragraph) that generates an estimate of an impulse response in 
part by diagonally decomposing by Fourier transformation a 



Application/Control Number: 09/473,547 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2615 

circulant matrix (X*) formed by augmentation of an input signal. 
Mansour and Gray do not describe the formation of the circulant 
matrix X* as comprising the separate steps of forming a matrix of 
vectors representing said input signal and augmenting the matrix 
to form a circulant matrix; rather the document implies a more 
direct formation of the circulant matrix X* by forming a vector 
of length 2N of consecutive input samples and creating a 
circulant matrix by placing that vector in the first row, then 
forming each consecutive row by rotating the row above to the 
right one position. The matrix X* in Equation 7 of page 727 of 
Mansour and Gray can be resolved (by separating it into four N x 
N matrices) into an N x N matrix X (occurring twice in the 
augmented matrix) and a matrix X' (also occurring twice in the 
augmented matrix) equivalent to that described by Applicant at 
page 20 of the specification as follows: 
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X*=C = 



X' X 
X X' 



, where 



X = 



x(N) x(N + \) x(N + 2) 
x(N-l) x(N) x(N + \) 
x(N-2) x(N-\) x(N) 



x(l) 



x{2) 



x(2N-\) 
x(2N-2) 

x(N + \) 
x(N-\) x(N) 



and 



X' = 



x(0) 
x(2N-l) 
x(2N - 2) 



x(0) 
x(2N-3) 



x(N + \) x(N + 2) 



x(3) 
x(l) 
x(0) 



x(2N-\) 



x(N-\) 
x(N-2) 

x(l) 
x(0) 



Thus, matrix X* of Mansour and Gray is equivalent to that 
claimed by Applicants; and Applicants have not shown any benefit 
to forming such a matrix by the separate steps claimed. Matrix 
(Xjt ) is then diagonally decomposed by Fourier transformation to 
form the diagonal matrix X* (which could be named "D" without the 
exercise of any inventive process). Mansour and Gray also do 
not describe the frequency-domain adaptive filter as a 
"recursive least squares" filter; however, since the complex 
conjugate transpose (a.k.a. the Hermitian) of a diagonal matrix 
(i.e., "D") is equivalent to the complex conjugate of the 
matrix, Applicants' Equations 15 and 16 at page 25 of the 
specification are equivalent to the equations of claim 5, which 



Application/Control Number: 09/473,547 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2615 

claim must include all the limitations of claim 1, and therefore 
must define a frequency domain recursive least squares 
algorithm, Applicants admit at page 26, lines 2-3 of the 
specification with regard to Equations 15 and 16, that "This 
algorithm is exactly the unconstrained frequency-domain adaptive 
filter proposed by Mansour and Gray". Thus, to the same extent 
that the adaptive filter of Applicants 1 invention employs a 
frequency-domain recursive least squares algorithm, so does that 
of Mansour and Gray. Mansour and Gray disclose in the abstract 
on page 726 that for a large number of taps (as required in 
typical acoustic echo canceling applications) the disclosed 
adaptive filter offers significant reduction in computational 
requirements, as well as fast convergence for highly correlated 
input signals (as recognized by Hirano et al. at column 4, lines 
6-10) . 

At the time the present invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ the 
frequency-domain -adaptive filter of Mansour and Gray in the 
multi-channel echo canceling method and apparatus of Hirano and 
Nam by providing circuits to perform each of the recited steps 
in order to obtain the benefits described in the abstract of 
Mansour and Gray. 
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6. Regarding claims 19-20, 27-28, and 34-35, Hirano and Nam do 
not disclose that the adaptive filter of the prior art apparatus 
and method of generates each of said estimates by diagonally 
decomposing by Fourier transformation a circulant matrix formed 
by augmentation "of said input signal (or as more specifically 
claimed in claims 20, 28, and 35, by forming a matrix of vectors 
representing said input signal [on said upstream channel]; 
augmenting said matrix to form a circulant matrix; and 
decomposing said circulant matrix by Fourier transformation to 
form a diagonal matrix) . 

As described above regarding claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 12, and 13, 
Mansour and Gray disclose a frequency-domain adaptive filter for 
applications such as acoustic echo cancellation that for a large 
number of taps (as required in typical acoustic echo canceling 
applications) offers significant reduction in computational 
requirements, as well as fast convergence for highly correlated 
input signals (as recognized by Hirano at column 4, lines 6-10) . 
As further described above in regard to claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 12, 
and 13, the adaptive filter and method of Mansour and Gray is 
equivalent to that claimed, and the claimed adaptive filter and 
method are an obvious variation of that of Mansour and Gray. 

At the time the present invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ the 
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frequency-domain adaptive filter of Mansour and Gray in the 
multi-channel echo canceling method and apparatus of the prior 
art disclosed by Hirano and Nam by providing circuits to perform 
each of the recited steps in order to obtain the benefits 
described in the abstract of Mansour and Gray. 

Regarding claim 25, in the apparatus and associated 
inherent method of operation of the prior-art echo canceller of 
Fig. 2 of Hirano, employed in a teleconferencing system as 
described at column 1, lines 18-36, the multiple channels of 
upstream information (501 and 502) comprise sound generated at 
the first location and the distortion paths comprise echo paths 
(505 and 506) at the second location coupled between each of 
said multiple upstream channels and said downstream channel 
(516) . 

7. Claims 38 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable' over Hirano and Nam, and further in view of 
Benesty et al. ("A Better Understanding and an Improved Solution 
to the Problem of Stereophonic Acoustic Echo Cancellation" 
[Reference U] ) . 

Regarding claims 38 and 46, Hirano discloses in Fig. 2 a 
prior-art multi-channel teleconferencing apparatus comprising: 
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at least first and second upstream electrical paths (501 
and 502) between a first location (not illustrated, but 
inherently present in a teleconferencing system as disclosed at 
column 4, lines 1-6) and a second location (as illustrated in 
Fig. 2) for transmitting acoustic signals from said first 
location to said second location; 

at least one downstream electrical path (516) between said 
second location and said first location for transmitting 
acoustic signals from said second location to said first 
location; 

a finite impulse response filter (the combination of 531 
and 532) coupled between said upstream paths (501 and 502) and 
said downstream path (516*) for generating an estimate of an 
impulse response corresponding to echo paths (505 and 506) at 
said second location coupled between said at least first and 
second upstream channels and said downstream channel; and 

a difference circuit (105) for generating an error signal 
(26) representing the difference between a signal (24) on said 
downstream channel representing sound at said second location 
and said estimate (the output of adaptive filter 103) . 

Hirano do not disclose at least one non-linear 
transformation module coupled within each of one or more of said 
upstream paths, nor that the estimate is generated in the prior- 
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art echo canceller of Fig. 2 using a frequency domain recursive 
least squares algorithm. 

Hirano disclose at column 17, lines 41-52 that an RLS 
[recursive least squares] adaptive algorithm may be employed, 
and also, that the adaptive filter of the invention may operate 
in the frequency domain. At the time the present invention was 
made, the RLS algorithm was well known in the art to provide 
superior performance (faster convergence and better tracking) 
relative to the more commonly used LMS (least mean squares) 
algorithm in applications where the undesired signal is highly 
correlated with the desired signal (a condition recognized by 
Hirano et al. for the multi-channel echo canceling arrangement - 
column 4, lines 6-11). (Since adaptive filter 531 in the prior- 
art arrangement should ideally only cancel the portion of the 
mixed signal 514 due to the echo of received signal 501, while 
allowing adaptive filter 532 to cancel the portion of mixed 
signal 514 due to the echo of received signal 502, as was well 
known in the art, the received signal 502 of the other channel 
is a "desired" signal with respect to the operation of adaptive 
filter 531.) Also, frequency-domain adaptive filtering 
techniques were known to provided more efficient implementations 
for adaptive filters having a large number of taps (as typically 
required for echo cancellation) . And Nam discloses a frequency 
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domain block RLS adaptive algorithm that is useful for 
identification of nonlinear system that using adaptive filtering 
process and for nonlinear distortion in communication system 
(i.e., echo system). And the frequency domain block RLS 
adaptive algorithm has the advantage as a power technique in 
transfer function approach for obtaining statistically 
meaningful results using the frequency domain block RLS adaptive 
algorithm (Section 4, Conclusion on page 2409-2410 of the IEEE 
Paper) . 

■ Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the multi-channel echo canceling 
apparatus of Hirano with a more powerful frequency domain block 
RLS adaptive algorithm as taught by Nam in adaptive filtering 
transfer function processing in order to obtaining statistically 
meaningful results. 

Benesty et al. (including Applicants) disclose in Reference 
U a method of improved stereophonic echo cancellation in which 
the problem of a high degree of correlation between the signals 
of the two "upstream" channels is partially addressed by placing 
a "non-linear transformation module" in each upstream signal 
path (page 305). Benesty et al. disclose at pages 305-306, 
sections 6 and 7 that the non-linear transformation improves the 
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operation (reduces the degree of misalignment) of the 
stereophonic echo canceller. 

At the time the present invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further to 
employ the non-linear transformation module of Benesty et al. in 
order to reduce the degree of correlation between the "upstream" 
channels and thus further improve the level of performance of 
the echo canceller as taught by Hirano and Nam. 

8. Claims 39-40, and 47-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hirano, Nam and Benesty et al as 
applied to claims 38 and 46 above, and further in view of 
Mansour and Gray (("Unconstrained Frequency-Domain Adaptive 
Filter" [Reference V] ) . 

Regarding claims 39, 40, 47, and 48, Hirano, Nam and 
Benesty et al do not disclose that the adaptive filter of the 
prior art apparatus and method of Fig. 2 generates each of said 
estimates by diagonally decomposing by Fourier transformation a 
circulant matrix formed by augmentation of said input signal (or 
as more specifically claimed in claims 40 and 48, by forming a 
matrix of vectors representing said input signal [on said 
upstream channel] ; augmenting said matrix to form a circulant 
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matrix; and decomposing said circulant matrix by Fourier 
transformation to form a diagonal matrix) . 

As described above regarding claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 12, and 13, 
Mansour and Gray disclose a frequency-domain adaptive filter for 
applications such as acoustic echo cancellation that for a large 
number of taps (as required in typical acoustic echo canceling 
applications) offers significant reduction in computational 
requirements, as well as fast convergence for highly correlated 
input signals (as recognized by Hirano at column 4, lines 6-10) . 
As further described above in regard to claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 1-2, 
and 13, the adaptive filter and method of Mansour and Gray is 
equivalent to that claimed, and the claimed adaptive filter is 
an obvious variation of that of Mansour and Gray. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 4-5, 9-10, 14-17, 21-24, 29-31, 36-37, 41-45, and 
49-52 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form ■ 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims . 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL . Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Xu Mei whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7523. The examiner can normally be reached on maxi flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center . (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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